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REPORT  OX    "TPTE  LIXOOEX  WAY/ 


To  the  General  Asseiiihli/  of  the  State  of  lllinol'i: 

Gentlemex — The  FoTty-seventli  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Illinois  by  joint  resolution  directed  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Illi- 
nois State  Historical  Library  "to  make  the  necessary  investigations 
to  determine  the  exact  route  traveled  by  Abraham  Lincoln  in  his  removal 
from  Kentucky  to  Illinois,  and  to  report  to  the  General  Assembly  at  as 
early  a  date  as  possible,  aiid  make  such  recommendations  as  they 
deem  advisable  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  this  resolution."  The  pur- 
pose of  the  resolution  and  of  the  investigation,  which  it  requests,  is  per- 
haps indicated  in  one  of  the  introductory  clauses  of  the  joint  resolution, 
in  which  it  is  stated  that  "it  is  the  sense  of  the  people  of  Illinois  that 
a  fitting  and  permanent  memorial  to  the  memory  of  the  great  emanci- 
pator would  be  the  consecration  and  dedication  of  the  route  that  he 
traveled  from  the  place  of  his  birth  in  Kentucky,  through  Indiana,  and 
thence  to  his  tomb  at  Springfield,  to  be  known  forever  as  the  "Lincoln 
Way."  '  ■ 

The  trustees  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library  heartily  en- 
dorse the  purpose  of  tliis  joint  resolution  and  gladly  cooperate  to  con- 
duct the  necessary  investigations. 

At  a  meeting,  held  shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Legis- 
lature, the  board  of  trustees  of  the  historical  library  appointed  its 
l^resident.  Professor  Evarts  B.  Greene,  a  committee  of  one  to  take 
charge  of  the  investigation  of  the  "Lincoln  Way."  Professor  Greene 
secured  the  services  of  Mr.  Charles  M.  Thompson,  of  the  University  of 
Illinois,  to  undertake  the  detailed  work  of  investigating  the  evidence 
that  may  throw  light  upon  the  problem.  The  trustees  wish  to  place 
on  record  their  high  appreciation  of  the  painstaking,  thorough  work 
which  Mr.  Thompson  is  doing  in  the  effort  to  solve  the  many  perplex- 
ing difficulties  connected  M'ith  the  determination  of  the  route  taken  by 
the  family  of  Mr.  Lincoln  through  Illinois.  Furthermore  it  is  to  be 
added  that  Mr.  Thompson  is  generously  donating  his  services  to  the 
State  in  this   important  work. 

This  report  is  only  a  preliminary  statement  of  the  investigations 
undertaken,  and  of  the  plans  for  the  future  investigations.  The  trus- 
tees Avill  make  a  final  report,  with  definite  recommendations  as  soon  as 
the  subject  can  be  exhaustively  investigated,  and  the  actual  facts  estab- 
lished. We  present  the  report  of  Mr.  Thompson  to  the  trustees  of  the 
historical  library  to  show  the  progress  that  has  thus  far  been  made. 
It  is  to  be  noted  that  notwithstanding  several  mo'uths  of  careful  inves- 
tigation, many  portions  of  the  route  are  still  far  from  being  definitely 
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determined.  The  investigator  lias  been  fortunate  in  securing  inter- 
views Avitli  several  person,  old  settlers  and  members  of  the  families  of 
old  settlers,  whose  testimony  is  most  valuable.  Particularly  noteworthy 
is  the  testimony  of  ]Mrs.  Harriet  Chapman,  a  surviving  member  of  the 
party  that  macte  the  journey  from  Indiana  to  Illinois  in  1830.  Mrs. 
Chapman  is  a  daughter  of  Dennis  Hanks  and  was  a  child  of  about 
four  years  at  the  time  when  her  parents  and  the  Lincolns  made  the 
trip  to  Illinois. 

According  to  the  evidence  presented  Ijy  Mr.  Thompson  it  seems  fairly 
well  established  that  the  Lincolns  and  their  relatives  crossed  from 
Indiana  into  Illinois  not  at  Yincennes  as  is  often  supposed,  but  farther 
north  at  Bussellville.  It  seems  probable  that  the  party  travelled  north- 
wards from  Eussellville,  but  no  definite  conclusions  are  at  present  pre- 
sented. In  the  words  of  Mr.  Thompson  "■those  having  the  investigation 
in  charge  deem  it  advisable  to  continue  the  investigation  at  every  point." 

The  state  of  Kentucky  has  already  taken  action  to  dedicate  the  route 
travelled  by  the  Lincoln  family  through  that  state.  In  Indiana  also, 
consideralde  interest  has  been  awakened  in  the  proposal  to  locate  and 
mark  the  '^'Lincoln  Way."  Naturally  the  attention  of  the  trustees 
of  the  historical  library  is  directed  first  to  the  route  in  our  own  State. 
Eventually  it  might  be  well  to  suggest  some  plan  of  cooperation  among 
the  three  states  interested,  but  Ave  shall  not  attempt  to  make  any 
definite  report  on  this  phase  of  the  subject  until  our  final  report  is  pre- 
sented to  your  Honorable  Body. 

The  Avork.of  investigation  is  being  energetically  prosecuted,  and  as 
soon  as  the  evidence  is  all  in,  a  final  report  Avill  be  prepared. 

Charles  H.  Eammelkamp, 
Otto  L.  Schmidt. 

Springfiekl.  Illinois.  December  23,  1912. 


TO  THE  TEUSTEES  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  STATE  HLSTOlilCAL 

LIBRAEY. 


Gentlemen — In  conipliaHce  with  your  request  1  herewith  submit  a 
report  of  progress  made  in  locating-  the  "Lincolu  Way,"'  together  with 
a  discussion  of  methods  of  investigation  used  and  phms  for  further  in- 
vestigation. During  tlie  year  in  which  the  investigation  has  been  carried 
on,  those  in  charge  of  the  work  have  had  correspondence  and  personal 
interviews  with  hundreds  of  people  in  the  states  of  Illinois  and  Indiana, 
and  to  all  of  these  people  the  investigators  have  expressed  the  apprecia- 
tion of  the  library  board  for  their  disinterested  assistance  in  the  matter. 
A  few.  however,  deserve  special  mention.  They  have  given  invaluable 
aid  in  the  investigation,  and  at  this  particular  time  the  opportunity  is 
taken  to  express  to  them  in  a  public  manner  the  sincere  thanks  of  those 
having  the  investigation  in  charge.  The  apparently  successful  investiga- 
tion in  Indiana  was  made  possible  through  the  imtiring  efEorts  of 
Mr.  James  Wade  Emison  of  Vinccnnes.  In  Illinois,  Byron  E.  Lewis 
of  Bridgeport,  Judge  E.  Callahan  of  Eobinson,  E.  S.  Clayton,  James 
Nichols  and  John  E.  I^afferty  O'f  Martinsville,  W.  0.  Bennett  and  Joseph 
W.  Thompson  of  Charleston,  have  given  freely  their  time  in  making 
maps,  searching  local  records  for  evidence  or  interviewing  old  citizens. 
Miss  Caroline  M.  Mcllvaine  of  the  Chicago  Historical  Librar}-,  and 
Mrs.  Jessie  Palmer  Weber  of  the  Illinois  State  Historical  Library  have 
put  at  the  disposal  of  the  investigators  all  the  material  of  their  respec- 
tive libraries.  Officials  ol'  all  the  counties  in  which  tlie  investigation 
has  been  carried  on,  have  uniforndy  given  every  assistance  in  their  power 
to  expedite  the  search  in  their  respective  county  archives.  The  officials 
and  attachees  of  the  Secretary  of  State's  office  at  Springfield  have  like- 
wise lent  their  assistance  by  heartily  cooperating  in  the  investigation. 
To  Dr.  Solon  J.  Buck  of  the  University  of  Illinois  special  thanks  are 
due  for  his  advice  as  to  methods  of  procedure  and  talnilation  of  results. 

Eespectfully, 

Charles  ^I.  Tiiompson. 


PRELTMIXAEY  EEPOirr  OX  THE  •'UXCOLN  WAY 


The  Liucolns  and  their  rehitives^  left  Gentry ville,  Spencer  Cuimty, 
Indiana,  on  March  1,  1830.  The  party  consisted  of-  thirteen  men, 
women  and  children.  According  to  the  testimony  of  one  of  the  twi) 
surviving  members  of  that  historic  party,  the  following  persons  made 
the  trip:  Dennis  Hanks,  his  wife  Elizabeth,  and  four  children,  Harriet, 
John,  Sarah  Jane  and  Nancy ;  Scjuire  Hall,  his  wife  Matilda,  and 
child,  John;  Thomas  Lincoln,  his  wife  Sarah,  his. son  Abraham,  and 
step-son  John  Johnston.  The  party  had,  by  the  same  testimony,  three 
•covered  wagons,  of  which  two  were  dra^^^l  by  oxen  and  one  by  horses. 
In  addition  there  were  two  saddle  horses.  (See  Appendix,  C.)  On 
March  15,  1830,  the  party  was  in  the  vicinity  of  Decatur,  having  trav- 
eled something  like  two  hundred  and  twenty  miles  at  the  rate  of  ap- 
proximately fifteen  miles  jDer  day. 

This  journey  into  Illinois  was  not  unlike  thousands  of  others  made 
in  the  early  thirties.  The  tall  youth  that  afterwards  became  president, 
attracted  no  more  attention  along  the  way  than  did  hundreds  of  others. 
It  would  have  required  a  projjhetic  vision  indeed  to  have  seen  in  him 
a  future  president  of  the  United  States.  A  great  part  of  the  journey 
was  necessarily  made  along  Indian  trails,  which  were  being  transformed 
into  wagon  roads  by  the  settlers  of  eastern  Illinois.  In  some  ol  the 
(bounties  little  or  no  attention  had  been  paid  in  a  public  way  to  laying 
out  and  grading  highways.  The  condition  of  the  rivers  in  the  spring 
of  the  year  must  have  influenced  the  travelers  in  selecting  a  road  to  the 
Sangamon  country.  On  the  one  hand  there  would  have  been  the  desire 
to  keep  far  away  from  the  lowlands  along  the  rivers ;  on  the  other  the 
possibility  of  being  able  to  cross  at  natural  fords  situated  on  or  near 
well  estal)lished   trails  or  roads. 

Mettiods  of  Investigation. 

In  making  this  investigation  several  sources  of  iuforniaiioii  liave  been 
used : 

First — Authentic  printed  secondary  accounts,  including  whatever  Mr. 
Lincoln  is  reported  to  have  said  about  the  journey.  This  source  is 
meager  in  the  extreme;  and  if  Mr.  Lincoln  ever  told  any  of  his  friends 
in  detail  about  his  uneventful  entry  into  Illinois  it  has  failed  to  be 
recorded . 


Second — Data  about  roads  and  trails  in  Illinois  from  1818  to  1830, 
gathered  from  (a)  maps,  (b)  gazetteers,  (c)  State  laws,  (d)  county 
commissioners'  records,  (e)  surveyors'  records  and  field  notes,  (f )  inter- 
views with  old  settlers,  (g)  stage  routing  books  and  sheets,  (h)  mail 
contracts,  (i)  contemporary  newspapers,  (j)  actual  observation  of  re- 
mains of  trails.  Maps  and  gazetteers  have  given  little  information. 
The  former  show  only  the  well  established  routes,  and  the  latter  deal 
more  with  conditions  of  civilization  and  trade  than  with  routes  of 
travel.  The  State  laws  merely  indicate  that  certain  roads  were  author- 
ized, but  the  repetition  of  such  authorizations  in  later  laws  leaves  the 
impression  that  the  roads  may  not  have  been  built.  Eecords  of  the 
county  commissioners'  courts  as  well  as  those  in  the  surveyors'  offices 
are  not  satisfactory.  In  a  great  many  cases  the  location  of  a  road  is 
indicated  by  a  "stake  in  the  prairie"  or  "John  Smith's  cabin."  Inter- 
views-with  old  settlers  have  been  satisfactory^  on  the  whole,  while  stage 
lists  and  mail  contracts,  although  scanty  in  number,  have  thrown  consid- 
erable light  on  the  question  under  consideration.  Contemporary  news- 
papers have  been  of  little  value  in  the  investigation;  their  colmnns  are 
too  much  filled  witli  political  matter  and  public  laws  to  give  attention 
to  roads  and  the  condition  of  the  weather  at  any  particular  time  of  the 
year. 

Third — Newspapers  issued  between  1858  and  1861.  It  has  been 
hoped,  but  somewhat  in  vain,  that  something  would  be  said,  after  Mr. 
Lincoln  became  a  national  figure,  about  the  route  taken  by  his  family 
in  this  trip. 

Fourth — The  topography  of  the  country  through  which  the  Lincolns 
may  have  passed. 

Fifth — Interviews  with  Mrs.  Harriet  Chapman,  daughter  of  Dennis, 
Hanks,  one  of  the  two  surviving  members  of  the  party. 

Sixth — Well  founded  tradition. 

Those  having  the  investigation  in  charge  have  made  every  effort  to 
stimulate  an  interest  in  the  "Lincoln  Way,"  in  all  the  localities  through 
which  the  party  might  have  passed.  To  do  this  the  newspapers  have 
been  asked  to  agitate  the  matter,  and  in  many  localities  the  response 
has  been  very  satisfactory.  Visits  have  been  made  to  every  point  where 
there  seemed  to  be  the  least  likelihood  that  personal  interviews  and  ob- 
servations would  throw  any  light  on  the  subject  under  consideration. 
Every  tradition  has  been  respectfully  received,  and  investigations  set  on 
foot  regarding  its  authenticity.  The  very  nature  of  the  sources  upon 
which  the  investigation  must  of  necessity  be  based  makes  the  work  so 
far  done  less  satisfactory  and  certain  than  had  been  hoped. 

Progress  of  the  Investigation. 

Obviously  the  investigation  was  best  begun  at  the  point  Avhere  the 
Lincolns  crossed  the  Wabash  Eiver.  The  evidence  so  far  gathered 
seems  to  indicate  that  the  party  passed  through  Vincennes.  So  far  as 
is  known  there  is  but  one.  dissent  to  this  opinion.  In  a  very  recent 
article  by  James  K.  Eardin,  in  the  Charleston  Daily  News,  November 
29,  1912,  the  statement  is  made  that  the  crossing  was  near  Mt.  Carmel. 
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Earlier  in  the  year,  however,  Mr.  Earclin  was  of  the 'opinion  that  Yin- 
pennes  and  Lawrenceville  hiy  on  the  route,  (See  Appendix,  D),  and  the 
reasons  which  led  to  his  change  of  opinion  do  not  appear  in  the  article. 
Assuming  that  the  Lincolns  were  at  Vincennes,  the  question  arises, 
where  did  they  cross  the  Wabash  Eiver?  At  the  beginning  of  the  in- 
vestigation it  was  the  opinion'  ol  those  having  the  matter  in  charge 
that  the  crossing  was  made  at  Vincennes.  (See  Appendix,  A).  Later 
investigations,  however,  disclosed  another  and  more  likely  route  from 
Vincennes  to  eastern  Illinois  via  Bruceville,  Indiana,  to  the  Wabash 
Eiver  at  Eussellville,  Illinois,  and  to  support  the  claim  for  this  route 
four  affidavits  have  been  submitted  by  citizens  of  Indiana.  (See  Ap- 
pendix, B.) 

Disregarding  for  a  moment  the  affidavits  mentioned  above,  let  us 
consider  all  other  practicable  routes  from  Vincennes  to  Palestine,  Illi- 
nois, the  next  point  where  Lincoln  appears.  If  the  crossing  was  made 
at  Vincennes,  but  two  routes  appear  to  have  been  feasible,  one  of  which 
would  have  taken  them  through  La-wrenceville,  Illinois.  At  that  time 
the  Great  Western  Mail  Eoute  extended  westward  from  Vincennes 
through  Lawrenceville  toward  St.  Louis.  Stages  ran  upon  it  at  regu- 
lar intervals  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  but  there  is  some 
doubt  as  to  its  being  passable  during  the  spring  months.  We  have^ 
however,  no  positive  evidence  in  the  matter  for  that  particular  time. 
There  is  a  tradition  of  a  road  running  northward  from  Lawrenceville, 
but  how  far  it  ran  and  in  what  parts  of  the  year  it  was  passable,  are 
matters  of  doubt.  It  is  the  opinion  of  Byron  E.  Lewis  of  Bridgeport 
and  other  authorities  on  the  history  of  Lawrence  County,  that  the  road 
not  only  did  not  extend  northward  any  great  distance,  but  that  it 
would  have  been  impassable  in  the  spring  of  the  year.  The  second  pos- 
sible road  led  up  the  Illinois  side  of  the  Wabash  Eiver  over  or  around 
the  Du  Bois  hills.  Settlers  -liv'ed  in  this  vicinity,  but  it  has  not  yet 
l)een  proved  that  the  road  extended  beyond  these  settlements  to  Eussell- 
ville and  thence  to  Palestine.  In  1831,  the  State  Legislature  of  Illi- 
nois provided  that  such  a  road  be  viewed,  but  a  search  of  both  State 
and  county  records  fails  to  bring  to  light  any  evidence  to  show  whether 
or  not  such  a  road  actually  existed  in  1830.  The  country  lying  between 
the  Wabash  Eiver  and  Lawrenceville  is  very  low,  and  the  laws  of  Illi- 
nois show  .that  the  Great  Western  Mail  Eoute  between  Lawrenceville 
and  Vincennes  was  built  at  great  labor  and  expense.  Although  an 
examination  of  the  groxind  leaves  the  impression  that  a  road  around 
the  Du  Bois  hills  could  have  been  built  with  less  labor  and  expense 
than  had  the  Lawrenceville- Vincennes  road,  there  is  absolutely  nothing 
to  show  that  such  a.  route  would  have  been  a  practicable  one  in  spring. 
A  stage  routing  sheet  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  A.  G.  Woodbury,  Dan- 
ville, Illinois,  shows  that  in  1829  and  1830,.  the  distance  from  Vin- 
cennes' to  Palestine  was  twenty-five  miles.  Such  a  distance  would 
seem  to  preclude  the  opinion  that  the  stage  ran  via  Lawrenceville. 

Four  other  bits  of  evidence  point  to  the  Bruceville  route  as  more 
probable  than  the  road  around  the  Du  Bojs  hills.  In  the  first  place 
the  road  from  Vincennes  to  Eussellville  via  Bruceville  had  been  long 
established  in  the  year  1830,  while  tliere  is  no  positive  evidence  that  the 
other  road  extended  as  far  as  Eussellville.     Secondly,  men  who  claim 


to  be  familiar  witli  the  situation  say  that  tlie  stage  ran  via  Bruceville. 
Again  there  is  evidence  to  show  that  it  was  cnstomary  long  after  1830 
for  people  to  go  from  eastern  Illinois  to  Vincennes  by  crossing  the  river 
at  Russellville.  Mrs.  Chapman,  daughter  of  Dennis  Hanks,  swears  that 
the  party  did  not  cross  at  Vincennes,  but  that  the  crossing  was  made 
on  the  second  day  after  leaving  Vincennes.  (See  Appendix,  C).  Her 
knowledge  concerning  the  camping  place  the  night  out  of  Vincennes 
agrees  exactly  with  the  statement  of  William  0.  Eoach.  (See  Appendix, 
B.)  So  far  as  the  evidence  at  hand  is  concerned  the  party  seems  to 
have  gone  from  Vincennes  to  Eussellville  via  Bruceville. 

Mrs.  Chapman  swears  that  the  party  passed  through  Palestine,  Illi- ' 
nois.  According  to  her  affidavit  she  remembers  the  name  by  the '  fact 
that  it  was  taken  from  the  Bible.  ( See  Appendix,  C. )  Miss  Tarbell  in 
her  "Life  of  Lincoln"  states  that  Mr.  Lincoln  once  mentioned  to 
some  of  his  friends  that  he  recalled  taking  notice  of  a  large  crowd  as- 
sembled in  front  of  the  land  office  at  Palestine.  Practically  the  same 
statement  is  made  in  Tarbell  and  Davis,  "Early  Life  of  Lincoln." 
If  it  be  assumed  that  the  party  passed  through  Russellville,  nothing 
would  be  more  natural,  than  that  Palestine  should  be  on  the  route. 
Stretching  northward  from  Eussellville  was,  and  is,  a  natural  highway, 
which,  on  account  of  the  sandy  nature  of  the  soil  in  that  region,  would 
be  passable  throughout  the  whole  year.  A  greater  part  of  this  road  has 
been  personally  examined,  and  old  men  born  in  that  region  who  have 
been  interviewed  say  that  no  matter  what  the  condition  of  the  weather 
the  road  has  remained  in  good  shape.  It  is  the  route  of  a  once  import- 
ant Indian  trail  used  by  the  Piankeshaw  Indians  in  going  from  the 
headwaters  of  the  Embarrass  Eiver  to  the  Wabash  country  around  Vin- 
cennes. (See  Appendix,  G).  There  is  no  indication  at  hand,  more- 
over, of  any  other  road  leading  from  Eussellville  to  the  central  and 
east  central  parts  of  the  State.  Palestine  at  that  time  was  a  land  office 
town,  and  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  its  location  was  due  in  part  to  its 
accessibility  from  the  more  thickly  populated  regions  on  the  lower 
'  Wabash,  as  well  as  to  the  interior  where  the  public  lands  lay.  In  addi- 
tion there  ig  a  tradition  in  Palestine  of  the  party  having  passed  through 
that  place. 

The  Eussellville-Palestine  road  stretches  northward  from  the  latter 
place  to  York.  Prom  York  there  seems  to  have  been  an  Indian  trail  lead- 
ing northwestward  near  what  is  now  Melrose.  Another  trail  led  north- 
ward from  York  some  two  or  three  miles  and  then  turned  westward 
past  old  Fort  Handy,  joining  the  other  trail  not  far  from  Melrose.  If 
the  party  used  either  of  these  trails,  the  latter  would  have  offered  the 
fewer  obstacles.  First,  of  all,  it  would  have  allowed  the  travelers  to 
remain  on  the  sandy  road  longer  than  they  could  otherwise  have  done. 
Secondly,  it  appears  to  be  somewhat  shorter  in  distance.  Mr.  Abra- 
ham Harrison  now  residing  near  Union,  Illinois,  claims  that  the  party 
did  go  along  the  second  trail,  and  remained  all  night  with  his  family. 
He  is  positive  of  this  fact,  and  explains  it  by  saying  that  the  Harrisons 
and  Lincolns  were  friends  in  Kentucky.  He  says  further  that  the 
party  traveled  over  the  trail  to  the  point  where  it  Converges  with  the 
first  trail  near .  Melrose.  From  this  point  he  believes  that  the  party 
went  northward  without  road  or  guide  to  Grand  View,  Edgar  County,. 
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where  they  remained  some  little  time.  This  statement  is  supported  by 
Mr.  H.  C.  Bell^  of  Washington,  D.  C,  who  has  interviewed  many  of  the 
old  citizens  of  Clark  County  on  the  subject.  Mrs.  Chapman,  however, 
denies  that  the  party  went  to  Grand  View.  (See  Appendix,  C,  E,  H). 
Assuming  that  the  party  did  not  turn  off  as  Mr.  Harrison  thinks, 
they  at  last  arrived  at  a  point  on  what  is  now  the  National  Eoad  at 
the  site  of  Martinsville.  From  this  point,  at  least  two  routes  were 
available.  The  journey  could  have  been  continued  along  the  Indian 
trail  to  a  point  on  the  "Embarrass  Eiver  in  what  is  now  Coles  County. 
The  second  route  was  the  line  of  the  National  Eoad  leading  south- 
westward  to  Vandalia.  Evidence  in  the  surveyor's  office  of  Clark  County 
indicates  that  the  route  of  the  National  Eoad  had  been  surveyed  at  that 
time  and  the  trees  removed  from  it,  (See  Appendix,  G),  and  Mrs. 
Chapman  swears  that  the  party  took  this  route,  crossing  the  Embar- 
rass Eiver  at  what  is  now  the  village  of  G-reenup.  Her  reasons  for  mak- 
ing this  statement  are  shown  in  her  affidavit.  (See  Appendix,  C). 
There  is,  however,  a  tradition  among  some  of  the  descendants  of  the 
Halls,  that  the  party  crossed  the  Embarrass  Eiver  in  Coles  County. 

Mrs.  Chapman  says  further  that  the  party  passed  through  Avhat  is 
now  Paradise  Township,  Coles  County.  It  has  yet  to  be  ascertained 
.  whether  or  not  any.  traveled  roads  led  from  the  National  Eoad  near 
Greenup  through  Paradise.  If  Mrs.  Chapman  is  correct  in  saying  that 
the  party  was  in  Greenup  and  in  Paradise,  there  probably  was  a  road 
or  trail  connecting  the  two  places,  and  there  is  some  evidence  that 
tends  to  sustain  this  assumption.  Some  four  miles  north  of  Greenup 
and  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Embarrass  Eiver  is  the  site  of  a  former 
Indian  village.'  In  the  early  thirties  a  road  from  Charleston  to  Greenup 
ran  in  this  vicinity.  It  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  the  Indians  were 
using  a  well  beaten  trail  in  going  down  the  west  bank  of  the  river  to 
the  Wabash  country.  The  fact  that  this  country  was  in  Clark  County 
in  1830,  and  that  a  part  of  the  Clark  County  records  have  been  de- 
stroyed by  fire  prevents  a  closer  investigation. 

If  it  be  assumed  that  the  party  was  at  Paradifie,  several  questions  . 
arise.  Where  did  the  party  strike  the  Paris- Shelby ville  road?  Did 
the  party  travel  on  this  road  any  distance,  or  did  it  gO'  in  a  northwest 
direction  to  Macon  County?  Did  the  pa.rty  go  to  Shelbyville,  and 
then  to  Decatur?  In  1830  there  appears  to  have  been  a  mail  road 
leading  from  Paris  to  Shelbyville,  through  what  is  now  Charleston 
and  south  of  the  present  city  of  Mattoon.  This  road  followed  a  termin- 
al moraine,  and  throughout  its  entire  length  lay  on  ground  higher 
•  than  that  on  either  side.  There  are  those  who  would  have  the  party 
take  a  northwesterly  direction  .from  Coles  County  thus  missing  the  Kas- 
kaskia  Eiver  bottoms  as  much  as  possible.  But  there  is  a  question  about 
■  not  only  the  advisability  of  this  route  but  also  its  possibility.  Old  men 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  country  through  which  such  a  route  lies,  say 
that  traveling  through  there  in  1830  would  have  been  all  but  impossible. 
It  is  hoped,  however,  that  a  careful  search  in  this  region  will  throw  light 
on  the  question  sufficient  to  say  with  some  considerable  degree  of  cer- 
tainty just  how  the  party  went.     It  will  perhaps  entail  new  problems 
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with  new  sohitions^  but  until  it  is  demonstrated  conclusively  that  noth- 
ing will  come  of  the  investigation,  no  efforts  should  be  spared  to  ascertain 
the  truth. 

When  we  get  to  Decatur  the  ground  is  more  secure.  Judge  J.  0. 
Curmingham  states  from  personal  knowledge  that  Mr.  Lincoln  once 
stood  in  front  of  the  court  house  in  Decatur  and  declared  that  the 
party  had  stopped  almost  at  the  point  where  he  was  then  standing, 
(See  Appendix,  F),  furthermore  that  the  entry  into  Decatur  was  by 
the  roacl  leading  from  the  south  near  what  is  now  the  Illinois  Central 
right  of  way.  This  statement  is  supported  by  another  eye  witness  refer- 
red to  in  Judge  Cunningham^s  letter.  From  Decatur  to  the  Lincoln 
farm  in  Macon  County  the  route  seems  to  have  been  located  several 
years  ago,  hence  there  is  no  reason  to  anticipate  any  trouble  in  that 
locality. 

Mr.  James  K.  Eardin  of  Charleston,  has  put  forth  the  claim  that  the 
Lincolns  crossed  the  Wabash  Eiver  at  Vincennes  in  1831,  passed  through 
Lawrenceville,  thence  in  a  northwesterly  direction  to  Vandalia.  From 
Vandalia,  he  says  they  returned  to  Paradise,  Coles  County,  where  they 
remained  several  months  with  relatives  and  friends.  (See  Appendix, 
D).  Hon.  H.  C.  Bell  formerly  of  Clark  County,  Illinois,  but  now  of 
Washington j  D.  C,  believes  that  the  Lincolns  went  from  somewhere 
near  York  to  Grandview  in  Edgar  County  where  they  "tarried  for  a 
while."     (See  Appendix,  E). 

There  is  one  other  bit  of  evidence  that  needs  further  attention.  At 
the  Linooln-Douglas  Debate  held  at  Charleston  in  1858,  a  banner,  upon 
which  was  depicted  a  stripling  driving  an  ox  team,  and  the  inscrip- 
tion, "Abe's  entrance  into  ■  Charleston  thirty  years  ago,"  was  swung 
across  the  street.  It  may  have  been  intended  to  mean  that  he  actually 
passed  through  the  site  of  Charleston,  or  in  its  vicinity  in  some  part 
of  what  afterwards  became  Coles  County. 

This  part  of  the  report  is  intended  to  give  a  general  idea  as  to  what 
has  been  accomplished.  Although  the  evidence  as  printed  in  the  accom- 
panying appendix  might  seem  to  warrant  the  belief  that  a  part  of  the 
"Way"  has  been  definitely  located,  those  having  the  investigation  in 
charge  deem  it  advisable  to  continue  the  investigation  at  every  point. 

Plans  for  Further  Investigation. 

The  methods  of  procedure  used  in  the  investigation  up  to  this  point 
are  to  be  continued,  and  in  addition,  plans  are  under  way  to  indicate 
on  maps,  all  lands  entered  before  the  year  1831,  hoping  that  some  light 
may  be  thrown  on  the  means  of  communication  between  the  older 
settlements  on  the  Wabash  and  the  interior  of  the  State.  It  is  also 
proposed  to  have  the  surveys  and  the  surveyors'  notes  examined  for  lo- 
cations of  roads  and  trails.  This  sort  of  an  investigation  will  require 
considerable  work  in  the  archives  at  Springfield,  and  possibly  at  Wash- 
ington. If  the  opportunity  offers,  gazetteers  and  books  of  travel,  not 
now  available  in  Illinois  libraries,  will  be  examined.  As  the  work 
progresses   other   methods   may   suggest  themselves,    and   those   having 
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charge  of  the  investigation  will  welcome  not  only  every  bit  of  infor- 
mation regarding  the  "Way"  itself,  but  also  any  suggestion  as  to  man- 
ner of  procedure  in  carrying  on  the  work. 

It  would  perhaps  be  of  interest  to  the  library  board  and  the  people 
at  large  to  know  that  a  great  many  people  in  Indiana  have  become  very 
much  interested  in  our  work  in  locating  the  "Lincoln  Way."  Already 
a  movement  is  on  foot  in  that  State  to  memorialize  the  Legislature  to 
cooperate  with  Illinois  in  locating  and  marking  the  "Way."  Whatever 
may  be  done,  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  last  possible 
source  be  exhausted  before  a  final  determination  is  made.  To  do  this, 
considerable  time  and  effort,  and  a  moderate  expenditure  of  money,  are 
required.  Noble  men  and  women  both  in  and  out  of  the  State  have 
pledged  themselves  to  work  unceasingly  until  every  bit  of  evidence  about 
the  "Lincoln  Way"  has  been  unearthed  and  examined;  and  supported 
by  their  encouragement  and  cooperation,  the  library  board  and  those 
selected  to  supervise  the  investigation  should  not  hesitate  to  continue 
their  labors  to  the  very  end. 
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A 


Statement  of   Z.   D.    French. 

LaAvrenoevillej    Illinois. 

It  is  the  tradition  in  and  around  the  city  of  LawrenceVille,  Illinois, 
that  the  Lincoln  family  in  going  from  Indiana  to  Illinois  crossed  the 
Wabash  Eiver  at  Vincennes,  Indiana,  entered  Lawrenceville  on  what 
is  now  State  Street,  turned  northward  on  what  is  now  10th  Street, 
crossed  Embarrass  Eiver  at  the  point  where  a  steel  bridge  now  stands, 
and  journeyed  to  Palestine. 

(Signed.)  Z.  D.'  French. 


B 


Affidavits  of  James  Wade  Emison,  William  0.  Eoach,  William 
J.  Trout  and  William  A.  Taylor. 

State  op  Indiana^       ) 

Knox  County.  )     '  ■ 

James  Wade  Emison  being  duly  sworn  upon  his  oath  says  that  he 
was  bom  on  the  7th  day  of  February,  1859,  on  a  farm  near  the  town 
of  Bruceville,  Knox  County,  Indiana,  which  said  farm  was  settled  by 
Bichard  Posey  of  South  Carolina  somewhere  about  the  year  1800. 

Affiant  further  says  that  his  grand-father,  William  W.  C.  Emison, 
was  bom  at  Georgetown,  Kentucky,  in  1804.  That  in  1805  the  said 
William  Emison's  parents  moved  from  Georgetown,  Kentucky,  to  a 
point  on  Mariah  Creek,  in  Knox  County,  Indiana,  on  the  Bruceville 
and  Eussellville  Highway.  That  the  said  William  W.  C.  Emison  upon 
arriving  at  the  age  of  manhood  intermarried  with  Elizabeth  Posey,  the 
daughter  of  said  Eichard  Posey,  and  thereafter  made  his  home  upon 
said  Posey  farm,  said  farm  in  the  course  of  years  coming  into  his 
possession  and  thereafter  into  the  possession  of  the  son  of  said  William 
C.  Emison,  to  wit:  John  W.  Emison,  who  was  the  father  of  this  affiant. 
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Affiant  fiTrtlier  says  that  the  Vincennes  and  Bruceville  Highway 
passed  along  the  western  edge  of  said  farm,  and  has  been  located  prac- 
tically upon  its  present  ronte  for  more  than  one  hundred  years  last 
past. 

Affiant  further  says  that  his  said  grand-father  many  times  called  his 
attention  to  the  point  upon  said  highway  where  he  had  first  seen  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  That  said  point  so  designated  by  him  was  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  Posey  and  Emison  Homestead,  and  at  a  point  which 
is  now  immediately  in  front  of  the  present  Emison  Homestead. 

Affiant  further  says  that  his  said  grandfather  stated  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  and  his  father,  together  with  his  father's  family,  and  one  Mr. 
Hanks  were  moving  in  wagons,  drawn  by  ox  teams,  and  that  this  occur- 
red in  the  year  of  1830.  That  Abraham  Lincoln  at  that  time  and  place 
stated  to  him  that  they  had  come  froin  Southern  Indiana,  from  the 
locality  now  known  as  Spencer  County^  and  that  they  were  moving  to 
the  Sangamon  countr}^,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Affiant  further  says  that  his  said  grand-father  and  father  talked  of 
these  things  many  times,  in  the  presence  of  this  affiant,  and  further 
related  many  times  how  it  was  that  said  Abraham  Lincoln  had  returned 
to  the  town  of  Bruceville  in  the  year  1844,  and  made  a  political  speech 
at  that  time. 

Affiant  further  says  that  both  his  said  father  and  grand-father  were 
Fremont  Eepublicans,  and  were  ardent  admirers  and  supporters,  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  and  that  it  was  on  account  of  their  great  admiration 
for  and  devotion  to  Abraham  Lincoln  that  they  of  ten.  talked  of  matters 
herein  set  forth. 

Affiant  further  says  that  the  Emison  family  at  the  time  herein  spoken 
of  were  owners  of  the  stage  line,  both  freight  and  passenger,  from 
Evansville  in  the  State  of  Indiana.,  to  Terre  Haute  in  the  State  of 
Indiana.  That  said  stage  line  north  of  Vincennes  and  for  a  distance 
of  some  five  or  six  miles,  was  through  heavy  sand,  and  that  Mr.  Lin- 
coln explained  to  his  said  grand-father  that  they  had  come  around  by 
way  of  Bruceville,  which  was  slightly  out  of  their  way,  in  order  that 
they  might  avoid  driving  through  said  stretch  of  heavy  sand. 

Affiant  further  says  that  his  grand-father  in  relating  the  story  of 
his  meeting  with  Lincoln  informed  him  that  Mr.  Lincoln  said  that 
when  they  reached  the  town  of  Bruceville,  which  was  a  short  distance 
away,  they  proposed  to  turn  west  on  the  Bruceville  and  Eussellville 
highway,  and  cross  the  Wabash  Eiver  from^  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  the 
State  of  Illinois,  at  the  Eussellville  ford". 

Affiant  further  says  that  his  said  father  and  grand-father  in  after 
vears  became  warm  personal  friends  of  the  said  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 
that  on  account  of  their  said  relations  with  him,  and  on  account  of  the 
disposition  of  his  said  grand-father  at  all  times  to  be  exact  and  truthful 
in  all  his  statements,  he  has  no  question  but  that  his  said  grand- 
father' story  of  his  first  meeting  with  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  the  con- 
versations liad  between  them,  are  in  all  things  true. 

(Signed)     James  Wade  Emison. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2nd  day  of  November,  1912. 

(Signed)     William  S.  Hoover, 

Notary  Public. 
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State  of  Inpiana^      I 
Knox  County.  \     ' 

Wiliam  0.  Eoacli  being  duly  swoni  upon  his  oatli  says  that  he  is 
63  years  of  age  past.  That  during  his  childhood^  through  his  youth, 
and  up  to  the  period  of  manhood  he  lived  in  the  family  of  John  W. 
Emison,  who  was  the  son  of  William  W.  C.  Emison,  and  the  father  of 
James  Wade  Emison,  who  is  at  this  time  a  practicing  lawyer  in  the 
city  of  Vincennes,  Knox  County, ■  Indiana.  That  he  knew  William  W. 
C.  Emison  well.  That  he  often  heard  him  speak  of  the  first  time  he 
had  ever  seen  Abraham  Lincoln;  That  he  pointed  out  a  spot  on  the 
Vincennes  and  Bruceville  Highway  where  he  had  seen  him.  That  he 
said  it  was  in  the  year  of  1830.  That  the  Lincoln  family  were  moving 
from  Spencer  County,  Indiana,  to  the  Sangamon  country  in  the  State 
of  Illinois.  That  they  were  driving  ox  teams.  That  they  told  him 
they  had  diverged  from  the  old  stage  road,  and  come  round  by  Bruce- 
ville in  order  to  avoid  the  heavy  sand  in  the  stage  road.  That  after 
they  arrived  at  the  town  of  Bruceville,  which  was  near  by,  and  which 
was  an  old  settlement,  having  been  founded  before  the  year,  1800,  they 
proposed  to  turn  west  on  the  Bruceville  and  Eussellville  Eoad,  and 
cross  the  Wabash  Eiver  from  the  State  of  Indiana  to  the  State  of 
Illinois  at  the  ford  located  near  the  town  of  Eussellville. 

Affiant  further  says  that  immediately  after  the  assassination  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  he  heard  the  said  William  W.  C.  E'merson  and  his  son 
John  W.  Emison,  and  his  brother-in-law.  Dr.  John  Posey,  talking  about 
the  Lincoln  pilgrimage  from  Indiana  to  Illinois.  That  upon  this  oc- 
casion the  said  William  W.  C.  Emison  spoke  of  the  place  where  he  had 
first  seen  Al^raham  Lincoln  and  repeated  substantially  the  story  herein- 
before set  forth. 

Affiant  further  says  that  the  said  Emisons  were  warm  friends  and 
great  admirers  of  the  said  Lincoln  and  that  his  life  and  character  were 
with  them  a  fruitful  source  of  conversation. 

Affiant  further  says  that  some  time  between  the  years  1872  and  1880 
he  heard  Joseph  Van  Meter,  who  was  at  that  time  a  very  old  man,  and 
who  lived  near  the  Emison  Mill  located  on  the  Bruceville  and  Eussell- 
ville Highway,  say  that  the  Lincolns  in  traveling  west  in  the  year  1830 
had  camped  over  night  near  said  mill.  That  he  saw  them  at  that  time 
and  talked  to  them  as  to  where  they  came  from,  and  where  they  were 
going. 

(Signed)     W.  0.  Eoach. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  5th  day  of  November,  1912. 

W.  C.  Wittenmyer, 

Notary  Public. 


State  of  Indiana^ 
Knox  County. 


ss. 


William  J.  Trout  being  duly  sworn  upon  his  oath  says  that  he  is 
68  years  of  age  past.  That  he  is  the  old(,'st  son  of  the  Daniel  J.  Trout 
hereinafter  mentioned  in  his  relations  with  William  W.  C.  Emison. 
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Affiant  further  says  that  in  the  early  times,  the  site  of  the  town  of 
Bruceville  was  a '  meeting  point  of  several  important  Indian  tribes. 
That  this  fact  no  doubt  determined  the  location  of  said  town. 

Affiant  further  says  that  one  Indian  trail  ran  in  a  northeasterly 
course  from  Vincennes,  passing  through  Bruceville,  and  ending  at  the 
west  end  of  Lake  Erie.  That  another  Indian  trail  extended  directly 
north  to  the  south  end  of  Lake  Michigan.  That  another.  Indian  trail, 
and  the  most  important  of  all  of  said  trails  ran  east  passing  out  of  the 
county  of  Knox  at  Apraw  on  White  Eiver,  and  west  passing  out  of  said 
county  opposite  Eussellville,  Illinois. 

•  Affiant  further  says  that  this  trail  extended  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
all  points  lying  east,  and  was  a  trail  eonuecting  Cincinnati  and  Pales- 
tine, Illinois.  That  said  trail  was  an  ideal  natural  highway,  and 
avoided  unfordable  streams,  dense  forests  and  wet  and  marshy  low  lands. 
That  said  trail  was  much  used,  first  by  the  Indians,  aftenvards  by  white 
traders,  hunters  and  trappers  in  going  and  returning  on  their  trips, 
and  thereafter  by  movers  going  west. 

Affiant  further  says  that  if  there  ever  was  a  trail  such  as  the  fore- 
going, leading  south  from  any  point  in  Knox  County,  and  crossing  the 
main  stream  of  White  Eiver,  he  never  heard  of  it,  and  further  that  he 
does  not  believe  there  ever  was  such  a  trail,  or  could  have  been  one. 
The  deep  streams,  the  wide  bottoms,  the  dense  forests,  and  drowned 
low  lands  of  this  region  made  it  impossible. 

Affiant  further  says  that  the  Lincoln  family  in  their  removal  from 
Spencer  County,  Indiana,  to  the  Sangamon  country  in  Illinois,  would 
have  been  forced  by  the  natural  lay  of  the  country,  to  have  traveled 
along  a  route  lying  east  of  the  west  fork  of  the  White  Eiver,  and  that- 
the  natural  and  only  practicable  course  of  travel  from  their  starting 
point  was  to  have  traveled  through  Pike  County  and  Daviess  County  to 
a  point  on  the  west  fork  of  the  White  Eiver,  known  as  Apraw  ford. 
That  said  route  was  not  only  well  marked  and  much  traveled,  but  was 
located  upon  high  ground,  and  across  the  most  easily  fordable  streams. 
That  from  said  point  at  Apraw,  said  highway,  which  had  theretofore 
been  an  Indian  trail,  passed  in  a  westerly  direction  through  Bruceville, 
and  thereafter  passed  the  Emison  mill,  located  on  Mariah  Creek,  and 
which  was  built  in  1807,  and  thence  on  in  a  westerly  direction  to  the 
ford  crossing  the  Wabash  Eiver  at  Eussellville,  and  tlience  on  to  Pales- 
tine. 

Affiant  further  says  that  said  route  was  the  only  practicable  one  which 
the  Lincolns  could  have  taken  in  their  journey  from  Indiana  to  Illinois. 

Affiant  further  says  that  he  had  always  been  informed  and  believed 
that  after  crossing  White  Eiver  at  said  Apraw  ford,  the  Lincoln  family 
then  journeyed  over  a  well  marked  out  highway  to  Vincennes,  and  that 
said  highway  from  said  ford  at  Apraw  to  Vincennes  was  upon  high  land, 
and  was  an  excellent  natural  highway. 

Affiant  further  says  that  they  visited  Vincennes,  w^hich  was  the  most 
noted  point  in  all  the  Western  country,  and  a  place  at  which  was  lo- 
cated a  government  land  office  and  one  of  the  very  few  printing  presses 
then  in  existence  in  the  West. 
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Affiant  further  saj-s  that  naturally  upon  leaving  Yincennes,  said 
Lincoln  family  would  have  resumed  their  journey  to  the  Sangamon 
country  by  going  to  Bruceville,  as  the  nearest  practicable  way  to  get  into 
the  great  line  of  East  and  West  travel  hereinbefore  spoken  of,  further 
that  the  line  of  the  Lincoln  pilgrimage  must  of  natural  necessity  have 
been  from  Apraw  to  Yincennes,  thence  to  Bruceville,  thence  to  Eus- 
sellville,  Illinois. 

Affiant  further  says  that  the  Lincolns  could  not  have  crossed  into 
Illinois  at  Yincennes,  and  thence  up  tO'  Eussellville  for  the  reason  that 
the  country  north  of  Yincennes  aad  west  of  the  Wabash  Eiver  was  full 
of  impassable  swamps,  and  contained  one  deep  river,  to  wit,  the  Em- 
barrass. 

Affiant  further  says  that  his  father  started  in  about  the  year  1837 
to  learn  the  tanners'  trade  of  William  W.  C.  Emison,  who  resided  near 
Bruceville,  and  lived  all  or  most  of  the  time  in  said  Emison  family  until 
his  own  marriage  in  184.3. 

Affiant  further  says  that  his  said  father  remained  working  for  the 
said  William  W.  C.  Emison  in  his  tan  yard  until  the  year  1845,  at 
which  time  he  moved  to  Edwardsport,  on  the  west  fork  of  White  Eiver, 
in  Knox  Count}^,  buying  and  operating  a  tan  yard  of  his  own. 

Affiant  further  says  that  his  said  father  lived  in  said  Knox  County 
until  his  death  in  1874. 

Affiant  further  says  that  he  heard  his  father  at  different  times  make 
mention  of  Lincoln's  journej^,  and  that  he  feels  assured  that  'the  story 
he  related  was  learned  from  said  William  W.  C.  Emison,  the  same  in  all 
things  agreeing  with  the  story  related  by  James  Wade  Emison,  who  is 
the  grand-son  of  William  W.  C.  Emison. 

(Signed)     William  J.  Trout. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  4th  day  of  November,  1913. 

(Sig-ned)     E.  L.  McClure, 

Notary  Public. 


State  of  Indiana^ 
Knox  County. 


ss. 


William. A.  Taylor  being  duly  sworn  upon  his  oath  says  that  he  is 
56  years  of  age  past.  That  in  the  year  1830  his  mother  was  a  child 
six  years  of  age,  and  lived  in  the  town  of  Bruceville,  Knox  County, 
Indiana. 

That  he  had  often  heard  her  say  that  the  Lincoln  family  in  moving 
from  the  State  of  Indiana  to  the  Sangamon  country  in  Illinois,  came 
from  Yincennes,  and  passed  through  Bruceville,  crossing  the  Wabash 
Eiver  into  Illinois  at  Eussellville  ford. 

Affiant  further  says  that  his  mother  spoke  of  these  things  often,  and 
that  the  Lincolns  and  his  mother's  family  had  been  former  friends, 
further  stating  at  the  time  said  family  passed  through  Bruceville,  she 
saw  them  and  conversed  with  them. 

Affiant  further  says  that  his  step-father.  Dr.  McGowen,  often  related' 
to  him  the  fact  that  when  Mr.  Lincoln  and  his  family  removed  from 
Indiana  to  Illinois,  that  the  family  came  into  Knox  County  by  cross- 
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ing  at  the  ApraAV  ford  on  White  Eiver.  That  the  Lincolns  and  the  Mc- 
Gowens  had  been  friends  and  acquaintances  and  neighbors  in  earlier 
years  in  the  State  of  Kentucky.  That  the  McGowens  lived  at  said 
Apraw  ford,  and  that  the  Lincolns  stopped  over  night  with  the  Mc-- 
Gowens  at  said  Apraw  ford.  That  thereafter  they  journeyed  to  Vin- 
cennes,  and  afterwards  resumed  their  journey  leaving  the  city  of  Vin- 
cennes  by  the  Bruceville  road,  passing  through  Bruceville,  and  then 
turning  in  a  westerly  direction  on  the  Bruceville  and  Eussellville  road, 
and  crossing  the  Wabash  Eiver  at  Eussellville  ford. 

Affiant  further  says  that  his  said  mother  and  his  said  step-father 
spoke  often  of  said  journey,  and  spoke  of  the  fact  that  the  family  were 
moving  with  ox  wagons. 

(Signed)     W.  A.  Taylor. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  7th  day  of  November,  1912. 

(Signed)     William  S.  Hoover, 

Notary  Public. 
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Affidavit   of   Harriet   Chapman",    Charleston,   Illinois. 

State  of  Illinois,     I 
Coles  County.  f     ' 

Harriet  Chapman  being  iirst  duly  sworn,  on  oath,  deposes  and  says 
that  she  is  now  and  has  been  for  more  than  seventy-five  (75)  years  last 
past  a  resident  of  Charleston,  Coles  County,  Illinois,  and  that  she  is 
now  past  eighty-six  (86)  years  of  age. 

Affiant  further  states  that  she  was  a  member  of  the  Lincoln  party 
that  came  from  Spencer  County,  Indiana,  to  Decatur,  Illinois,  in  the 
year  1830. 

Affiant  further  states  that  the  party  had  three  covered  wagons,  two 
drawn  by  oxen,  and  one  by  horses,  and  two  saddle  horses,  also  that  the 
party  consisted  of  affiant,  her  father  and  mother,  Dennis  F.  Hanks  and 
Elizabeth  Hanks,. and  her  brother,  John  Hanks,  her  sisters,  Sarah  Jane 
and  Nancy  Hanks;  Squire  Hall  and  wife,  Matilda  Hall,  and  one  child 
named  John  Hall;  Thomas  Lincoln  and  his  wife  Sarah  Lincoln,  and 
child,  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  John  Johnson. 

Affiant  further  states  that  she  is  related  to  Abraham  Lincoln  in  this 
way,  "That  her  father  was  a  second  cousin  to  Abraham  Lincoln,  and 
that  affiant  was  by  marriage  a  grand-daughter  of  Thomas  Lincoln,  said 
Thomas  Lincoln's  wife  Sarah  being  a  grandmother  of  affiant," 

Affiant  further  states  that  the  party  was  at  Vincennes,  Indiana,  and 
that  the  party  in  leaving  A^incennes  went  by  land,  camped  first  night  out 
near  a  grist  mill ;  that  the  party  crossed  the  Wabash  Eiver  the  next  day 
(the  second  day  after  leaving  Vincennes,  Indiana). 

Affiant  further  states  that  the  party  j)assed  through  Palestine,  Illinois, 
that  she  remembers  said  town  from  the  fact  that  it  had  a  Bible  name. 
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x\.ffiant  further  states  that  the  party  finallv  reached  the  Xational  Eoad, 
and  crossed  the  Embarrass  Eiver  at  GreenujD^  Illinois;  passed  through 
Paradise,  located  in  what  is  now  the  southwestern  corner  of  Coles 
County,  Illinois.  Affiant  states  that  she  has  often  heard  her  father, 
Dennis  Hanks,  speak  of  crossing  the  Embarrass,  Eiver  at  Greenup, 
Illinois,  and  that  the  cause  of  said  Hanks  speaking  of  this  event  repeat- 
edly was,  that  he  afterwards  worked  on  the  bridge  built  at  that  point. 

Affiant  further  states  that  the  party  did  not  follow  the  National  Eoad 
far  west  of  Greenup,  that  it  did  not  go  to  A'^andalia,  Illinois,  and  that 
the  trip  was  made  directly  to  Decatur. 

Affiant  further  states  that  she  is  in  possession  of  a  photograph  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  that  said  photograph  was  sent  to  her  by  Mr.  Lincoln 
accompanied  by  a  letter,  in  which  he  stated  "that  I  am  sending  you  the 
pliotogTaph  that  I  promised  you."  The  letter  further  stated  that  "this 
is  the  first  photograph  that  I  have  ever  had  taken." 

(Signed)     Harriet  Chapman. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  2nd  dav  of  November,  A.  D.. 
1912. 

(Signed)     W.  0.  Bennett, 

Notary  Puhlic. 

Note — Histories  usually  spell  "Johnson"  with  a  "t"  as  Johnston; 
There  are  accounts  showing  that  the  party  had  but  one  ox  team;  in 
speaking  of  Greenup,  the  site  of  Greenup  is  intended ;  by  an  oversight 
there  was  omitted  from  this  affidavit  the  following :  "The  affiant  further 
states  that  her  knowledge  of  events  as  sworn  to  in  this  affidavit  is  based 
upon  remembrances  and  upon  hearing  her  parents  talk  after  she  became 
a  young  lady." 
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Extract  from  the  Charleston  Daily  News,  September  10,  1912.* 

The  Daily  News  has  been  asked  where  and  how  the  Lincoln-Hanks 
people  came  from  Indiana  to  Illinois.  It  is  certain  they  came  in  the 
spring  of  1831  by  going  to  Vincennes,  then  to  Lawrenceville,  and  start- 
ed for  Vandalia,  going  in  what  we  would  now  call  the  Cumberland  Eoad 
at  Ewington.  They  went  to  Vandalia,  and  there  they  called  on  William 
Lee  Ewing,  asking  for  the  Eadley's  in  Coles  County^,  and  John  Hanks, 
somewhere  up  in  the  "SangamaV^  country.  Ewing  seemed  to  have 
known  the  Hanks'  and  Lincolns  in  Kentucky,  but  while  the  writer  asked 
Dennis  Hanks  how  they  hai)pened  to  know  Ewing,  the  answer  was  lost 
by  an  interruption. 

Ewing  was  either  a  state  senator  or  something  like  that  at  the  time 
and  he  seemed  to  loiow  where  Hanks,  and  Eadley  lived,  for  he  explained 
that  while  there  was  a  bridge  across  the  Kaskaskia  or  Okaw  at  Van- 
dalia, there  were  no  bridges  upon  the  Decatur  branch  of  the  Sangamon 
Eiver.    That  they  would  have  to  back  track  to  Ewinaion,  which  seemed 


♦Written  presumably  by  the  erfitor,  Mr.  James  K.  Rardin. 
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to  be  a  town  Ewing  was  interested  in,  and  then  tliey  should  go  northeast 
on  the  brakes  between  the  Kaskaskia,  Little  Wabash  and  Embarrass 
Eivers,  which  passed  through  Coles  County,  and  to  Paradise,  where 
Eadley  was  running  for  coroner  in  the  new  county  of  Coles,  the  election 
being  in  August.  They  went  there  and  stayed  between  spring  and  fall 
and  then  went  to  John  Hanl^s'  clearing  in  Macon  County.  That  they 
crossed  the  Kaskaskia  or  Okaw,  either  at  Cooks  Mills  on  the  Charleston 
and  Spring-field  trace,  or  at  Bagdad  on  the  Paris  and  Springfield  trace 
which  join-  northwest,  and  it  was  thought  there  was  where  a  mighty 
city  would  be  located,  but  not  so. 

Thomas  Lincoln  and  wife  lived  near  the  John  Hanks  vicinity  that 
winter  of  1831-32  and  then  went  back  to  Paradise  as  they  had  the  ague 
and  wanted  to  go  back  to  Indiana  but  could  not  raise  the  money. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  of  age  and  stayed  with  John  Hanks  and  never 
lived  in  Coles  County.    The  "Cavalcade"  never  went  to  Springfield. 

The  Lincolns,  except  Abraham,  and  the  Johnstons  and  Hanks'  except 
John,  settled  in  Coles,  and  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  their  descendants 
live  in  Coles  to  this  date  . 
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Extract  from  an  Article  by  Hon.  H.  C.  Bell,  Washington,  D.  C* 

According  to  the  best  information  to  be  had,  and  from  men  like  Sam 
Lacy,  who  never  forgot  anything  he  ever  knew,  William  B.  Archer, 
Henry  Harrison,  Eobert  Lacj^,  Chester  Handy,  the  elder  Shaws  and  Abe 
Harrison  himself,  the  Lincoln  caravan,  Avhich  consisted  of  a  number 
of  Lincolns,  Hanks,  and  other  families,  did  cross  the  Wabash  at  Yin- 
eennes,  thence  to  Lawrenceville  up^  along  the  old  Indian  river  trail  to 
Russellville,  through  Palestine  and  Hutsonville,  and  thence  up  to  the 
Musgrave  place  in  Crawford  County.  It  is  not  clear  whether  the  cara- 
van then  passed  through  the  Raccoon  Creek  bottoms,  by  the  lower  road, 
as  it  is  called  and  tlirough  York,  or  whether  it  kept  on  upon  high 
grounds  past  the  old  Henry  Holliday  place  and  across  the  creek  some- 
where between  the  now  Big  Four  railroad  bridge  and  the  place  where 
the  iron  bridge  spans  Raccoon  Creek  near  the  old  Henry  Halliday,  Bill 
Lindley,  John  Lindley  farms;  but  inasmuch  as  the  Lincoln  caravan 
reached  the  Musgrave  place,  where  the  road  between  early  spring  in 
March,  and  when  Hutsonville  and  York  forks,  in  the  Raccoon  Creek 
was  then  most  always  high,  and  when  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  get 
to  York  by  the  lower  road,  as  it  is  called,  it  probably  went  either  around 
by  the  Holliday  place  or  crossed  the  creek  near  the  Big  Pour  railroad 
bridge,  as  it  now  is,  and  then  crossed  the  Aimes  branch  near  the  big 
spring  where  it  would  have  been  handy  and  convenient  to  pitch  camp 
for  the  night,  and  on  to  the  high  dry  ridge  on  the  lands  now  owned  by 
Dr.  Cullop,  of  W^est  York,  and  keeping  still  on  high  and  dry  land  and 
still  pursuing  the  old  Indian  trail,  the  only  sort  of  roads  in  those  early 
days,   on   through   the  old   Bradbury,   Henry   Prevo,   Jonathan   Hogue 
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farmS;,  the  latter  now  o\viied  by  Samuel  C.  Prevo,  and  still  on,  not 
through  York,  neeessaril}-,  but  on  through  the  farms  now  owned  by 
Eobert  Mitchell  and  Jim  Mitchell,  or  the  old  Henry  Prevo  farm,  and 
on  through  the  home  lands  of  Sam  and  Bob  Lacy,  and  who,  as  I  remem- 
l^er,  actually  knew  of  the  passage  of  the  Lincoln  caravan  through  these 
parts  of  Clark  County  and  thence  turning  in  a  northwesterly  direction, 
still  persuing  the  old  Indian  trail,  which  was  said  to  have  traversed 
a  hundred  miles  from  A'incennes  to  Grandview,  in  Edgar  County,  where 
the  Lincolus  tarried  for  awhile  without  ever  having  to  go  over  but  one 
or  two  hills,  one  of  them  at  the  old  Alf.  Cowden  farm  near  the  church, 
Potter  Hall.  I  believe  it  is  called. 
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A  Lettek  from  Judge  J.  0.  Cunxikgham. 

Urbana,  October  30,  1911. 
Mr.  Charles  M.  T]i07npson: 

My  Dear  Sir — Yours  asking  for  Mr.  Lincoln's  remarks  '"'about  hav- 
ing come  through  Decatur  on  their  way  to  Macon  County,"  is  before  me. 

Maj.  Henry  C.  Whitney  in  his  "Life  on  the  Circuit  with  Lincoln"  al- 
ludes to  this  visit  to  Decatur  and  quotes  his  recollections  of  what  Mr. 
Lincoln  said  ujDon  that  occasion,  using  these  words:  "After  supper  we 
strolled  out  for  a  walk  and  when  we  came  to  the  court  house  Lincoln 
walked  out  a  few  steps  in  front  and  after  shifting  his  position  two  or 
three  times  he  said,  as  he  looked  up  at  the  Imilding,  partly  to  himself 
and  partly  to  me,  "Here  is  the  exact  spot  where  I  stood  by  our  wagon 
when  we  moved  from  Indiana  twenty-six  years  ago;  this  isn't  six  feet 
from  the  exact  spot."  Pie  said  further  to  me,  "We  came  into  town  and 
kept  on  and  made  our  first  stop  right  in  front  of  the  court  liouse,  where 

we  now  are." 

**  *  **  *  *  *  *  * 

He  then  told  me  he  had  frequently  thereafter  tried  to  locate  the  route 
by  which  they  had  come;  and  that  he  had  decided  that  it  was  near  the 
line  of  the  main  line  of  the  Illinois  Central  Eailroad." 

My  recollection  of  the  event  is  about  as  Maj.  Whitney  has  here  given 
it.  Although  he  in  his  account  of  the  Decatur  visit  has  ignored  the 
presence  in  the  company  of  any  l)ut  himself  and  Lincoln,  there  were 
in  fact  several  of  us. 

In  my  paper  read  before  the  State  Historical  Society  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  January,  1905,  on  page  104  of  our  publication  Xo.  10,  in 
treating  of  the  Bloomington  convention  of  1856,  I  speak  at  large  of  this 
visit  to  Decatur  and  of  the  persons  with  Mr.  Lincoln. 

Yours. 
(Sig-ned)     J.  0.   Cunnixgham. 


22 
G    . 


J.   F.   L.VFFEIiTY.    SuPvVfiYOR,    ClARK   CoUNTY. 

Martinsville,  111.,  ^ov.  U,  1912. 
Mr.  Thompson: 

Dear  Sir — "  *  '•'  '•'  There  were  no  laid  out  roads  in  this  Coun- 
ty before  1836;  all  travel  was  on  trails.  The  'United  States  Eoad'  (so 
called  by  the  engineers  of  the  regular  army)  was  surveyed  and  cleared 
of  trees  in  1828  and  1829.  In  1830  grading  was  begun,  and  later  bridges 
were  built.  Eecords  at  Marshall  show  a  trail  crossing  the  route  of  the 
National  Eoad  and  the  ISTorth  Fork  of  the  Embarrass  Eiver  in  Sec.  6, 
T.  10  N.,  E.  13  W.,  near  the  present  town  of  Martinsville,  but  no  other 
trail  between  it  and  the  State  line. 

Chancellor  and  his  father's  family  came  here  from  Kentucky  in  1825, 
crossing  the  Wabash  at  Yincennes,  and  following  the  old  Indian  trail 
from  Palestine.  They  located  a  cabin  on  Sec.  4,  T.  10  IST.,  E.  13  ^Y. 
Their  only  neighbors  were  Bena  Dolson  and  George  Parker.  The  for- 
mer lived'  in  Sec.  7,  T.  9  N.,  E.  12  W.,  while  Parker  lived  in  Sec.  31, 
T.  12  ]S[.,  E.  14  W.  There  were  thirteen  tribes  of  Indians  located  on 
the  North  Fork  of  the  Embarrass  Eiver,  in  Edgar,  Clark  and  Crawford 
Counties.     *     *     *     '^ 

(Signed)     J.  F.  Lafferty. 
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A  Lettei;  from  Mr.  \Y.  0.  Bennett. 

Charleston,  Illinois,  j^ovember  14,  1912. 
Mr.  Charles  M.  Thompson,  Champaign,  III.: 

Dear  Mr.  Theompson- — I  had  a  talk  with  Mrs.  Chapman  last  evening 
and  she  said  there  was  no  truth  whatever  in  the  report  that  the  Hanks 
family  stopped  at  Grandview  and  located  in  Edgar  County,  while  the 
Lincolns  went  on  to  Decatur.  She  said  that  the  entire  party  went  all 
the  way  together  and  all  located  in  Macon  County. 

Yours  truly, 
(Signed)     W.  0.  Bennett.  ■  - 
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